
Acceptance

Lessons in Leadership

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, YEAR A

This worship focuses on overcoming our natural resistance to God's call, drawing parallels

between reluctant biblical leaders and our own modern hesitations. The service provides a

space to honestly acknowledge our reluctance to lead or serve, helping the congregation

actively move from resistance to acceptance. Ultimately, it encourages us to lean on God and

our faith community to boldly fulfill our shared mission together.
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REFERENCES

Exodus 3:1-15

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b

Romans 12:9-21

Matthew 16:21-28

COLORS

Green

Liturgical Resources

CALL TO WORSHIP

Sometimes God calls us through burning bushes, telling us to go free a whole people despite our

insecurities and fears.

God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Sometimes God calls us, and we don’t understand the full meaning of the call, the ways our

families, friends, and communities may resist the good news and us as messengers of it.

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_psalm_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_epistle_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts/?z=p&d=71&y=17134#pericope_gospel_reading
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Sometimes God calls us to a path that is harder than we think we can handle, asking us to trust

that God will provide what we need.

God, help us accept your call on our lives.

Beloved, God’s call takes many forms. Sometimes it feels as natural as breathing, and

sometimes we want to run as far as we can. But take assurance in this: You are not alone. God is

with us, and God’s call can be trusted, because no matter where it leads, God is there.

God, help us accept your call on our lives and to trust that what you equip us to do is what you

call us to do as members of the Body of Christ. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

OPENING PRAYER

Pour your Light,

Holy Spirit of God,

into our hearts and minds.

Help us to know more clearly

and grasp more fully the

Good News of Jesus.

And help us then

to know how to share it.

We ask this

through Jesus Christ, who

with You and the Father,

are One God.

Amen.

From the Diocese of Zululand, South Africa. Found in Prayer Encircling the World: An International

Anthology (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1998), 105.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Christ Jesus, our teacher and our friend, we have not listened for your word amid the clamor of

words all around us. We are more pleased to repeat familiar tunes than to listen for new melodies

and strange harmonies. We try harder to defend what we think we know than to reach for that

which is beyond our grasp. Slow to trust, afraid of the unknown, we are cautious to hear and do
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your will. We pray for hearts to pay attention to the cries of our neighbor and to resonate with your

Spirit. Silence us and instruct us until we learn afresh to sing the songs of faith, hope, and love.

Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

There is no greater joy in the heart of God

than the moment when a child opens

to the gift of forgiveness.

God’s Spirit reaches out to assure us

of welcome in Christ.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

Glory to God! Amen.

Adapted from Allen P. Happ and David B. Bowman in Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship,

Updated, eds. Ruth C. Duck and Maren Tirabassi (Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 2012), 118 and 124.

For use in worship services, include the following permissions statement:

Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed. Ruth C. Duck and Maren C.

Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press.

BENEDICTION

Beloved, when the path is easy and when the path is rough, when God calls through a burning bush

or a still, small voice or a loving rebuke, remember: you are not alone. May God bless you with the

courage and humility to accept God’s call and with the assurance that if God calls you, God will

equip you. Amen.

Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.
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